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Journey Into Action – Personal Life 

How have an impact? 
 

• Individual changes 

• Educate myself 

• Charitable donations 

• Talks with family & friends 
 



Journey Into Action – Work Life 

 

Seth Klein talk to BCLA June 2021: 

 

The Climate Crisis and Libraries:  

Mobilizing for the Climate Emergency 

  
 



Canadian Libraries  

in World War II 

• Support for the 
War Effort  

• Education and 
Training 

• Community 
Engagement 

• Information Hubs 

 



Journey Into Action – Work Life 

@Surrey Libraries 

 

• management team discussion 

• added goal to annual workplan 
• added value of sustainability to 5-year strategic plan 



Journey Into Action – Work Life 

Surrey Libraries Climate Team: 

 
• gathered ideas from libraries, organizations & staff 

• participated in BCLA Climate Action Committee 

• wrote Climate Action Plan 

• joined Sustainable Libraries Initiative 
 



Journey Into Action 
- NWPL Program 

 

 



Four Levels of Action 

 

Big takeaway:  

We have the solutions 

but lack the political will 
 

 

 

 

Individual 

Family & Friends 

Community / 
Neighbourhood 

System/Government
/Policy 



    Participant       Library Host       Volunteer  

 
Participa
nt 
 
 
   
Library 
Host  
 
       
Facilitat
or  



cmacrae@nwpl.ca 

Caitlin MacRae 



climateaction@bcl
a.bc.ca 



BCLA Climate Action Statement  
 

• Statement of responsibility 

• Guidance to understand libraries’ roles 

• Path for positive action 

• Supplement to other climate action 

plans/goals/lenses 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



3 Core 
Priorities for 
Climate 
Action and 
Advocacy  

Ensure climate 

actions are 

grounded by 

justice, equity, 
and rights. 

Enact transformative  

mitigation efforts to protect  

and strengthen ecosystems, and 

eliminate the production and  
use of fossil fuels. 

Strengthen 

community 

adaptation and 

preparation 

efforts.  



10 Calls to Action  



• Creativity & Critical Thinking 

• Environmental Sustainability & Justice 
BCLA promotes action on climate change and environmental 
sustainability, and recognizes the interdependence between 
climate, ecosystem health, diverse forms of knowledge and 
the long-term health of all communities 

• Inclusion & Diversity 

• Intellectual & Ethical Integrity 

• Intellectual Freedom 

• Lifelong Learning 

• Privacy & Confidentiality 

• Social Responsibility 

Our Values 

New
! 











How we started 
 

• Library publicity 
• Neighbourhood Residents’ 

Associations 
• School newsletters 
• Science teachers 
• Local media 
• Cross promoting at other programs 
• Working with City’s promotional 

team 
 

Other things I’ve tried 
(don’t be afraid!) 

 

• Connecting with faith groups 
• Regional or national media (CBC) 
• Local businesses 
• Kids’ sports teams 
• Newcomer groups & support 

services 
 



“Good blend of science, 
practical solutions and 

local information.” 

“It was all done in a 
fun and engaging 

way!” 

”The content and 
delivery was 

relatable, 
scientifically-founded 
and addressed many 

questions.” 

”Focus on 
positive and 

doable actions” 

“New information and 
opportunities to meet 

people” 



Climate Action  
Week at  

NWPL 2024 



Climate Action  
Week at  

NWPL 2023 

with The Chamber of Predetermined 
Outcomes by George Rammell 



Joan  

Gillies 





CLIMATE  

SOLUTIONS 

 101 

 Joan Gillies 

Kristen Andrews 

Thanks to BCLA! 



Jan 7, 2026 Carbon Dioxide Level:   427 ppm    









Source: drawdown.org

http://drawdown.org/


NO MORE 

COAL, OIL, 

AND GAS. 

 

Stop burning!!! 

 





# 1 

There  

Is 

HOPE 



drawdown.org 



regeneration.org 



Drawdown Explorer  

drawdown.org/explorer 



jointheshift.earth 

SHIFT: Super High Impact for Fixing Tomorrow 



GLOBALLY, what solutions do you think have the  

greatest/least impact on climate change? 

Cleaner Cooking 

 

Plastic Alternatives 

 

Protect forests 

 

Transportation 

 

Reduced food waste 
 

Solar Power 

 

Improve Diets 

 

Direct Air Capture 

 

Wind Power 

 

Use Heat Pumps 

 

 

 

 

Istock Image 



Nabu Energy 

Flikr 

SOLAR POWER 



CBC What about Schools 

In your area? 
hakaienergysolutions.com 



Cleancooking.org 

CLEANER COOKING 



Joan Gillies WIND POWER 



Alain Did/Flikr 

Forest Protection 



IMPROVE DIETS 
Nathan Dumlao - Unsplash 





REDUCE FOOD WASTE 
Nick Saltmarsh - Flikr 



ELECTRIC HEAT PUMPS 



TRANSPORTATION 



ALTERNATIVE PLASTICS 
Sajjan Sing – Flikr 



Phlair - Unsplash 

DIRECT AIR CAPTURE 



Every degree matters, 

every year matters, 

every choice matters 



#  2 

Choices 

Matter 





Janko Ferlic Unsplash 



Nigel Roddis/Reuters 

Natural Fossil Gas 



Leaf 

Blowers 

1 hour of gas-powered leaf blowing Emissions 

= 1760 km driving in Toyota Camry 

= ½ hour drive in a Ford F150 Raptor 



Insulation 

 

Drapery 

  

Glass 

  

LED lighting 

 

Smart Thermostats 

 
 



Albert StoynovUnsplash>  

Nanaimo 



Drawdown,org  



North  

America’s 

Largest  

fleet of 

electric 

garbage 

trucks 

Comox Valley! 





30 knots 

95% less energy than diesel 

Can handle 2 M waves 

Sweden 

Rules! 



Lucrezia Carnelos Unsplash 

 

NEED OR WANT? 





Protect 
Restore 

Protect 



How much of a difference can  

Natural Solutions make?  

Globally 

37% 



#  3 

Influence

Matters 



Vote For  

The 

Planet 
Richard Eriksson - Flikr 





# 4 

Make 

HOPE 

Active! 



Active hope 

“To me, hope is not 

something that is given to 

you, it is something you have 

to earn, to create. It cannot 

be gained passively, through 

standing by and waiting for 

someone else to do 

something. Hope is taking 

action.” 

 

Greta Thunberg 

 



WHAT 

ON 

EARTH  

 

Laura 

Lynch  

CBC  



SUPPORT  



regeneratebc.org 

regeneratebc@gmail.com 



Why is Climate Literacy Important? 
• People need to know 

• How bad it is 

• Where does the place they live measure up to other places? 

• What are the particular issues in their communities? 

• Not to feel guilt 

• How to use their power to make change 

• Find support 
 





RegenerateBC 
regeneratebc@gmail.com 

Caitlin  

MacRae 
cmacrae@nwpl.ca 



It always  

seems  

Impossible 

until it is 

 done 
Nelson Mandela 



 


