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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THE BC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND CUPE BC PARTNER FOR A SECOND YEAR TO SUPPORT  
THE BC SUMMER READING CLUB 

 
The British Columbia Library Association (BCLA) is pleased and honoured to announce our 
second year partnering with CUPE BC, and thus ensuring that children across BC receive 
medals for their participation in the BC Summer Reading Club (BC SRC).  
 
CUPE BC is generously contributing $50,000 to support the BC Summer Reading Club and the 
over 173,000 children, and over 91,000 parents and caregivers that participate in this much-
loved library program. Support from CUPE BC is a significant contribution to this successful, 
inclusive, and community-based summer reading program.  
 
In 2019 over 173,000 children participated in programs, community events, First Nations 
events, literacy groups, and in-house library programs under the BC SRC banner. BC public 
library staff made over 5,500 visits to schools to introduce and promote the BC SRC, and to 
continue to build positive relationships between schools and public libraries. Work by public 
library staff across the province ensures that the BC SRC responds to the unique needs of 
diverse communities. The close connections between library staff, schools, and families 
ensures that the BC SRC continues as a responsive, equitable, and community-focused 
program. 
 
“Research has proven that encouraging children to read throughout the summer enhances 
their reading skills and lays the foundation for self motivated lifelong learning.” said BCLA 
President Christine Middlemass. “The annual BC Summer Reading Club is a critical program for 
children, families and libraries where everyone shares their love of reading and builds new 
skills, friendships and social connections. CUPE BC’s financial commitment and partnership 
with BCLA strengthens communities through a great program that is not only important, but 
also fun.” 
 
“We are very proud of the strong relationship that CUPE BC and the BCLA have developed, 
and the first year of our sponsorship of the Reading Club has made that relationship even 
stronger,” said CUPE BC President Paul Faoro. “We’re big supporters of the Summer Reading 
Club because it encourages and fosters learning and a lifelong love of reading. Public libraries 
have always been important hubs for our communities and provide important services to all 
visitors. We’re very pleased to continue supporting this important initiative.”  
 
Working together, BCLA and CUPE BC ensure that children and families continue to see 
excellent BC SRC public library programing, including the much-anticipated community medal 
ceremonies. CUPE BC’s contribution makes certain that BCLA continues to support high 
quality programs in libraries across the province.  
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CUPE BC represents more than 100,000 workers in more than 160 locals, including 29 public 
libraries across the province. Our shared commitment to public libraries strengthens both 
CUPE BC and BCLA, as well as strengthening our members and the communities we serve. 
 
For questions to BCLA please contact Annette DeFaveri, Executive Director of BCLA at: 
execdir@bcla.bc.ca. 
 
For questions to CUPE BC please contact Clay Suddaby, CUPE Communications at 604-331-
1138 or csuddaby@cupe.ca 
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